
PHILADELPHIA (May 2009)  — 
Highly-accomplished architect, Daniel 
C. Dagit, has won acclaim for his build-
ings in and around the Philadelphia 
area. During his 50-year, storied career, 
his designed hospitals, churches, and 
college buildings enriched campuses 
and complexes and punctuated skylines 
from Baltimore to New Jersey. He and 
his associates designed the St. Stan-
islaus Catholic Church in Lansdale, 
Pennsylvania, for example, as well as 
the Holy Redeemer Hospital in North 
Philadelphia, and buildings on the cam-
puses of Villanova University, Immac-
ulata College, and St. Peter’s College 
(Jersey City), just to name a few. But 
perhaps his most important architec-
tural work was done when building his 
“castle” … his home, that is. 

You see, when Dan and his wife, 
Virginia (“Ginger”), were selecting a 
new retirement community one year 
ago, his scrutinous eye, demanding 
nature, and half-century experience of 
building lasting structures could have 
taken him anywhere … but they took 
him to Coldstream Crossing in Kim-
berton, Pennsylvania.

“Coldstream Crossing was the only 
community of its kind in the area that 
allowed us to make so many chang-
es to our new home plan. They were 
open-minded about major issues – like 
moving walls – to even allowing us to 
specify where we wanted each elec-
trical outlet. In the end, the construc-
tion manager allowed me to design the 
entire house -- from drawing the floor 
plan to setting the exterior elevations 
of the house. I then turned the plan 
over to Coldstream and they built out 
my plan.”

The flexibility for anyone to highly 
customize one’s home is just one rea-
son why the Dagits chose Coldstream 
Crossing. “Terrific builders with great 
reputations,” offers Dagit as another 
reason. “I find these homes to feature 
superior construction. In addition, the 
founders of the community are local 
folks who are deeply involved in their 

business and sincerely committed to 
satisfying those who buy from them.”   

Still lending his expertise to the 
family business today, Dagit’s archi-
tectural career began in 1951, fol-
lowing graduation from Villanova 
University with a degree in Civil En-
gineering. He teamed with his father, 
Albert, and another architect, John 
Edwards, in forming Dagit Associ-
ates in King of Prussia. Even by then, 
the Dagit family heritage was rich in 
architectural success, with his grand-
father, Henry D. Dagit, starting the 
family enterprise in 1888. One of the 
first Dagit designs, St. Francis de Sales 
Catholic Church, followed a year lat-
er and still stands, dutifully serving 
its West Philadelphia congregation.  
 
Stamped With Approval

Today, giving his implicit stamp of 
approval to Coldstream Crossing for 
others 55 and up, Dagit recites numer-

ous benefits of his retirement commu-
nity.  “One of Coldstream Crossing’s 
greatest features is the controlled envi-
ronment it provides.  With only a sin-
gle access/egress for the community, 
only those who live here or visit here 
are here. This feature makes it safe and 
secure for residents ... an ideal envi-
ronment.” The architect also cites the 
designed sidewalks and nature trails 
that encourage exercise and socializ-
ing … or just time with your dog.” 

Near the top of the list for this 
discerning designer is Coldstream 
Crossing’s spectacular clubhouse, 
which entices residents with a com-
puter suite, game room, swimming 
pool, and lifestyle and fitness cen-
ter. Although Dan prefers to get his 
exercise on two nearby golf courses 
and Ginger with her tennis group, the 
Dagits do greatly enjoy attending the 
parties at the Clubhouse. “It’s within 
walking distance for nearly everyone.”

So, what are the features of a home 
designed by the architect renowned for 
his artistic inspiration captured in the 
Holy Redeemer Provincilate in Hunt-
ingdon Valley? “Our duplex features a 
two-car garage, a master bedroom suite 
on the first floor, plus three bedrooms, 
a bathroom, and storage space on the 
second level.” But it is the basement 
that brings a grin to Dagit’s face. “I’m 
putting in a pool table for the grand-
children, so all 15 will have even more 
reasons to come visit us.”

For this gifted architect and his 
wife, Coldstream Crossing offers the 
perfect foundation for a successful re-
tirement setting. But what about the 
99.9% of the population who aren’t 
architects? Are we at a disadvantage 
when we buy? “Oh, I think Coldstream 
Crossing becomes an even more intel-
ligent choice for such buyers. Here’s 
why … Coldstream encourages you to 
bring your ideas, your personality, and 
your needs to the building process,” 
suggests Dagit. “In turn, Coldstream 
Crossing supplies skilled builders who 
are committed to building out your vi-
sion,” says Dagit. “Building profes-
sionals in whom I, and I think you, can 
trust.”
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Daniel C. Dagit and his wife Virginia 
(“Ginger”) in the kitchen of their new 
home in Coldstream Crossing.


